
Fort Ethan Allen
Location: Junction of Vermont Route 15 and Barnes Avenue

In 1892, Fort Ethan Allen was authorized by Congress and built on farmland donated to the federal 
government. The fort's mission was to defend Vermont from Canada and prevent the British from 
sending gunboats into the Great Lakes. The grounds were designed as an elliptical “parade ground” 
and consist of approximately 130 acres. Its buildings were constructed using local materials. 

According to Wikipedia, “The fort was home to the 10th Cavalry Regiment (1909 -1913); 1st Battalion 
77th Field Artillery Regiment; 1st Squadron, 3rd Cavalry (1919 -1941); the 7th Field Artillery, less 2nd 
Battalion (1922 - 1940); the 3rd Battalion, 13th Infantry (1928 - 1931); the 2nd Battalion, 7th Field 
Artillery (1933 - 1940); as well as elements of 9th Quartermaster Regiment, and the 84th 
Quartermaster Battalion. When the 10th Cavalry [also known as the 'Buffalo Soldiers'] departed 
Vermont in 1913, many of its members retired and remained in the area. Many of their descendants 
still reside in Colchester, Winooski, and Burlington.”

The Army discontinued the post in 1944, and some of the property was used to enlarge the campus of 
Saint Michael's College. Other portions of the old fort have been developed for commercial uses, and 
some of the property became Camp Johnson, now the headquarters for the Vermont National Guard. 
Various types of businesses currently occupy the former horse barns, and the former military hospital 
is a nursing home. Barracks buildings and the large “Officer's Row” houses have been repurposed into
private homes and condominiums. 
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